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October 2, 1998

For Immediate Release:
EIU COMMUNITY TO REMEMBER ONE OF ITS OWN DURING FUNDRAISER
CHARLESTON -- When Eastern Illinois University's students, faculty and staff join
forces to support Lee National Denim Day™ and the fight against breast cancer, they'll be
doing so in memory of one of their own -- Cyndi Miller Rhoads.
Rhoads, who worked at Eastern's Print Center, died May 29, 1998, following an 18month battle with the disease.
This year-- thanks to the dedication of EIU graduate student Megan Phillips-- the
university community will participate in a national event which, in 1997, raised more than
$3.5 million for breast cancer research, education, screening and treatment. The 1998
goal has been set at $4 million, with all proceeds going to the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation, a national organization fighting to eradicate breast cancer by
advancing research, education, screening and treatment.
Phillips said she would like to see Eastern's local efforts-- with its goal of $2,000 -supported by both university students and staff. Beta Phi Pi fraternity and Eastern's
chapter of the National Residence Hall Honorary, co-sponsors of the drive, are working
with her in an effort to notify the university community.
Phillips, who is seeking her master's degree in guidance and counseling, knows
through family history of the pain and grief associated with breast cancer. Her involvement
--more--
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with Lee National Denim Day™ activities was spurred by her desire to lash out at the
illness which has affected her loved ones.
It was while planning the local event that she heard about Rhoads. And when she
asked Randal Rhoads, Cyndi's husband, for permission to hold the fundraising drive in his
wife's memory, the Effingham resident was happy to grant his permission.
"Mr. Rhoads said that Cyndi made many good friends while working at the Print
Center. She would be very honored to know this is being done in her name," Phillips said.
"We are recommending that a $5 per-person donation be made, with checks
payable to the Susan Komen Foundation," Phillips continued, noting that individuals and/or
groups are asked to contact her (581-6899) with their pledges by Wednesday, Oct. 7.
Ribbons will then be delivered to on-campus pledges on Thursday, Oct. 8, so that donors
may wear the ribbons with their denim on Friday, Oct. 9. Actual donations should be sent
to Phillips, in care of the Housing Office, by Monday, Oct. 12.
Additional information about the Lee National Denim Day™ may be found at
www.denimday.com.
-30-

